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The MGCC represents the Central Murray region of 31,300 people who are passionate about living and working in these regional and rural 
communities. The Central Murray communities have already given 20 per cent of water entitlements to the environment. 

MEDIA RELEASE 

 

30 November 2011 

Crean’s hollow launch insulting 
 

Minister for Regional Australia, Simon Crean was in Deniliquin to launch a ‘partnership with communities affected by 
the Murray Darling Basin Plan1’ yesterday (29 November) yet his visit came as a complete surprise to all but a select few 
according to Murray Group of Concerned Communities (MGCC) Chairman, Bruce Simpson. 
 

“Simon Crean literally flew in, flew out and then put out a press release.  It is an insult,” Mr Simpson said. 
 

Mr Simpson was surprised to hear on the local radio news that Mr Crean was coming to town but even more surprised 
to read his press release, issued later in the day, saying he had come to ‘discuss the Basin Plan and was launching a 
program to ‘help communities adapt’. 
 

 “If he was sincere and wanted to talk about the Basin Plan and ‘local economic diversification,’ as he calls it, he should 
have spoken to the MGCC, he should have spoken to Murray Irrigation and he should have spoken to local businesses - 
those that will really be impacted.  
 

Mr Simpson said the press release and the Minister’s comments about the launch reported on local radio station 2QN 
misrepresented the visit entirely.    
 

According to one of the select few to attend the meeting, Conargo Shire Mayor Norm Brennan, discussion on the Basin 
Plan was limited at best.   
 

“I think we would have talked about the Basin Plan for less than five minutes,” Cr Brennan said. 
 

“The Minister’s press release is completely misleading in the context of how the meeting was actually conducted.” 
 

The MGCC hopes this visit is not indicative of the Government’s definition of consultation. 
 

“To be able to help communities adapt, you need to talk to the community; and to understand the impacts of the Basin 
Plan, you have to discuss it with those who will be impacted by it,” Mr Simpson said. 
 

“Crean’ visit one day after the draft Basin Plan is released that at best equals a 40 percent reduction in the water 
available for agriculture in our region just proves the contempt being shown to our community by Canberra.” 
 

To add insult to injury Water Minister Tony Burke flew over Deniliquin during his tour of impacted communities visiting 
Shepparton and Griffith yesterday. 
 

“We are hoping that Minister Burke skipped Deniliquin this time because he is going to accept our invitation for him to 
attend the MDBA public meeting in Deniliquin on 16 December. 
 

“And hopefully when he comes, he will have the decency to actually meet with a broad representative group and really 
discuss the issue instead of just flying in and out to tick the consultation box on his list of ministerial performance 
indicators.”  
 

ENDS: For further information contact Bruce Simpson on 0429 681 317  

                                                           
1 Simon Crean – press release 29 November 2011: 

http://www.minister.regional.gov.au/sc/releases/2011/november/sc140_2011.aspx  

http://www.minister.regional.gov.au/sc/releases/2011/november/sc140_2011.aspx

